Amendments to the claims 

1 . (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt comprising: 

a series of rows ofbe.lt modules, each row extending laterally in width from a first side 
edge to a second side edge, longitudinally in the direction of belt travel from a 
leading end to a trailing end, and in depth from a top side to a bottom side, 
wherein each row includes : 
at least one belt module forming the row; 

a central beam formed in each belt module and arranged laterally across the width 

i 

of the row, the central beam including a leading wall and an opposite 

i 

trailing wall defining a beam thickness between the walls; 
a plurality of laterally spaced leading hinge members extending generally 

longitudinally from the leading wall and forming laterally aligned holes 
through the leading hinge members; 
a plurality of laterally spaced trailing hinge members extending generally 

longitudinally from the trailing wall and forming laterally aligned holes 
through the trailing hinge members; 
wherein the thickness of the central beam is greater at the middle of the row than 
at the first and second side edges; 
a plurality of hinge pins extending through lateral passageways formed by the aligned 

holes through interleaved leading and trailing hinge members of consecutive rows 
to interconnect the rows into an endless conveyor belt. 
2. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 1 wherein the central beam includes: 

a first sinuous portion extending inward along the row from the first side edge of the row; 
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a second sinuous portion extending inward along the row from the second side edge of 
the row; and 

a linear portion disposed between the first sinuous portion and the middle of the row and 
characterized by generally straight leading and trailing walls. 

3. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 2 wherein the linear portion includes: 

a constant thickness portion in a middle region of the belt; 

a first tapered portion disposed between the constant thickness portion and the first 

sinuous portion and characterized by a thickness decreasing toward the first side 

edge. , 

4. (original) A modular plastic conveyor beh as in claim 2 wherein the leading and trailing 
hinge members extending from the linear portion of the central beam each include: 

first hinge members having a laterally narrow end distal from the central beam; and 
second hinge members having a laterally broad end distal from the- central beam- 
wherein the second hinge members are arranged successively in pairs separated by a 
single first hinge member disposed between successive pairs. 

5 . (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt a* in claim 2 wherein the thickness of the central 
beam in the linear portion decreases monotonically from the middle of the row toward at 
least one of the first and second side edges of the row. 

6. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 1 wherein the central beam extends in 
depth from the top side to the bottom side of the row. 

7. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 1 wherein each row includes: 



2220.0\rcsp0n** 09 20 04 



PAGE 5/13 * RCVD AT 9/2W2004 3:47:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/7 « DNIS:8729306 * CSID:504 734 5233 4 DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



09/20/04 14:50 FAX 504 734 5233 LAITRAM. L.L.C. ©006 



a first edge module at the first side edge of the row characterized by a first edgemost 

region in which the central beam is sinuous and a second region in which the 

central beam is linearly tapered in thickness, and 
a second edge module at the second side edge of the row characterized by a first 

edgemost region in which the central beam is sinuous and a second region in 

which the central beam is linearly tapered in thickness. 

8. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 1 wherein each row includes: 

at least one module at the middle of the row in which the central beam is of constant 
thickness; 

a first edge module at the first side edge of the row in which the central beam decreases 

in thickness toward the first side edge; and 
a second edge module at the second side edge of the row in which the central beam 

decreases in thickness toward the second side edge. 

9. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt comprising: 

a series of rows of belt modules, each row extending laterally in width from a first side 

edge to a second side edge and longitudinally in the direction of belt travel from a 
leading end to a trailing end, wherein each row includes; 
at least one belt module forming the row; 

a central beam formed in each belt module and arranged laterally across the width 
of the row and having a beam thickness generally in the direction of belt 
travel; 
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a pturality of laterally spaced leading binge members extending generally 

i 

longitudinally from the central beam toward the leading end and forming 
laterally aligDed holes through the leading hinge members; 

a plurality of laterally spaced trailing hinge members extending generally 

longitudinally from the central beam toward the trailing end and forming 
laterally aligned holes through the trailing hinge members, 

wherein the central beam includes sinuous portions near the first and second side 
edges of the row and a linear portion in a middle region of the row; 
a plurality of hinge pins extending through lateral passageways formed by the aligned 

holes through interleaved leading and trailing hinge members of consecutive rows 

to interconnect the rows into an endless conveyor belt. 

10. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 9 wherein the beam thickness is greater in the linear 
portion tban in the sinuous portions. 

1 1 . (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 9 wherein the linear portion includes a portion of 
constant beam thickness. 

12. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 9 wherein the linear portion includes a tapered portion 
of linearly decreasing beam thickness. 

13. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 9 wherein the beam thickness in the sinuous portions 
decreases monotonically toward the nearer side edge of the belt. 

14. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 9 wherein the central beam is disposed generally 
midway between distal ends of the leading hinge members and of the trailing hinge members. 

15. (currently amended) A modular plastic conveyor belt suitable for following a curved 
conveying path, the conveyor belt comprising: 
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a series of rows of belt modules, each row extending laterally in width from a first side 

edge to a second side edge and longitudinally in the direction of belt travel from a 
first end to a second end, wherein each rov/ includes: 
at least one belt module forming the row; 

a central beam foraxed in each belt module and arranged laterally across the width 
of the row and having a beam thickness generally in the direction of belt 
travel; 

a first plurality of laterally spaced hinge members extending generally 

longitudinally from the central beam toward the first end of the row and 
forming laterally aligned holes through the first hinge members; 

a second plurality of laterally spaced hinge members extending generally 

longitudinally from the central beam, toward the second end of the row and 
forming laterally aligned and longitudinally elongated holes through the 
second hinge members; 

indexing means for preventing adjacent rows from relative lateral motion; 
a plurality of hinge pins extending through lateral passageways formed by the aligned 

holes through interleaved first and second hinge members of consecutive rows to 

interconnect the rows into an endless conveyor belt^ 
wherein each of the first and second p luralities of hinge members includes 3 leg 

extending from the central beam to a distal end, wherein the l egs of the first and 

second pluralities of hinge members are narrower than the distal ends. 
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16. (original) A modular plastic conveyor belt as in claim 15 wherein the central beam includes 
sinuous portions near the first and second side edges of the row and a linear portion in a 
middle regioi) of the row. 

17. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 16 wherein the beam thickness is greater in the linear 
portion than in the sinuous portions. 

18. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 16 wherein the linear portion includes a portion of 
constant beam thickness. 

19. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 16 wherein the linear portion includes a tapered 
portion of linearly decreasing beam thickness. 

20. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 16 wherein the beam thickness in the sinuous portions 
decreases monotonically toward the nearer side edge of the belt. 

21. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 1 5 wherein the indexing means comprises: 

narrow-ended hinge members selected from the first and second pluralities of hinge 

members and having a laterally narrow end di$tal from the central beam; and 
broad-ended hinge members selected from the first and second pluralities of hinge 

members and having a laterally broad end distal from the central beam; 
wherein at least two broad-ended binge members are arranged successively and separated 

between their broad distal ends by a narrow gap sized slightly greater than the 

narrow distal ends of the narrow-ended hinge members. 

22. (currently amended) A conveyor beh as in claim 21 wherein the narrow-ended hinge 
members and the broad-ended hinge members extend from t h e linear portion of the central 
be am in a middle region of the row between the first and second side edges . 
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23. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 21 wherein one of the narrow-ended hinge members 
along the second end of a row is received in the gap between successive broad-ended hinge 
members along tbe first end of an adjacent row. 

24. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 15 wherein the indexing means comprises: 

selected hinge members of tbe first and second pluralities that include a leg including 

opposite side walls extending longitudinally from the central beam to a distal end 
that includes opposite side surfaces defining a lateral breadth therebetween that is 
broader than the leg; 

wherein the leg of each of the selected hinge members is offset laterally from the 
centerline of the distal end. 

25. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 24 wherein one of the side walls of the legs is coplanar 
with one of the side surfaces of the distal end. 

26. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 24 wherein every other of the hinge members of the 
second plurality of hinge members in a middle region of the belt rows is a selected hinge 
member. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (original) A conveyor belt as in claim 1 5 wherein the central beam is disposed generally 
midway between distal ends of the first plurality of hinge members and of the second 
plurality of hinge members. 
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